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How is communication possible: Habermas’s universal pragmatics

LIU Zhidan

(School of Marxism, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: How is communication possible? Habermas’s universal pragmatics provides us with the answer. The

foundation of the theory of communicative action is universal pragmatics, the possibly general conditions on

understanding of universal pragmatics is as follows: the life world as a background knowledge, double structure of

speech acts, universal validity claims, communicative competence, ideal speech situation. Critique from the point of

historical materialism will be the good perspective.

Key Words: communication; Habermas; universal pragmatics; speech acts; historical materialism.
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