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Value Pluralism, Social Integration and Overlapping Consensus

——A Concurrent Study on John Gray’s Criticism of John Rawls
GAO Jingzhu
(School of Government, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: The tension of value pluralism and social integration is one of the predicaments which is confronted by
liberalism. The idea of overlapping consensus constitutes the consensus of basic and political system, constitution
principle and value, and is the reasonable consensus which is left after expelling the various opinions. Political
conception of justice is the core of overlapping consensus. John Rawls vindicate for the criticisms which are confronted
by overlapping consensus. Overlapping consensus is good for dissolving the predicament that the liberalism faces, and

John Gray’s criticism of overlapping consensus is nerveless.
Key words: John Rawls; Overlapping Consensus; Value Pluralism; Social Integration; John Gray
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