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Some Lexical Evidence for Dating Yanzichunqiu(Z T35 K)

XIE Xiangjuan
(College of Liberal Arts, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China)

Abstract: On the issue about the time when Yanzichungiu(‘z: ¥ #7#%K) was written, many senior scholars had researched
to make identification, but nobody had conducted the research from the lexical angle. As the most active factor in the
three elements of language, lexis has the most sensitive response to the times change. On the basis of investigating
many pre-Qin ancient books, through a complete survey to Yanzichungiu, it was discovered that a series of words and
expressions such as Buyi(fi4<), Chengxin(Wifi5), Fuzi(}¥), Han(BH), Kugao (Fifw), Lv(J&), Shenti( G 1k),
Shengming(7544), Shumu(B ), Shui(lHE), Xuewen(%#11]) and so on in this book had the distiguished characteristics of
the times. That is, these words and expressions themselves or one of their meanings first appeared in the mid and late
part of Warring States. The usage of Fuzi(X¥) was also consistent with the literatures in the mid and late part of
Warring States. Therefore, there are reasons to believe that the Yanzichungiu was probably written in the mid and late
part of Warring States. This conclusion can also be in agreement with the senior scholars’ research results.

[4w4E: JEBR]
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