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WA WHE (RiF) (Persimmon)’s 2]

In sixth grade Mrs. Walker

slapped the back of my head

and made me stand in the corner

for not knowing the difference

between persimmon and precision.

How to choose

persimmons. This is precision.

Ripe ones are soft and brown-spotted.
Sniff the bottoms. The sweet one

will be fragrant. How to eat:

put the knife away, lay down the newspaper.
Peel the skin tenderly, not to tear the meat.
Chew on the skin, suck it,

and swallow. Now, eat

the meat of the fruit,

So sweet

all of'it, to the heart.

Mrs. Walker brought a persimmon to class
and cut it up

so everyone could taste

a Chinese apple. Knowing

it wasn't ripe or sweet, I didn't eat

but watched the other faces.'*'®
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EREEAEE, Some things never leave a person:
S E scent of the hair of one you love,

“MT” 5 AT (BRI UK F D)
P 2 o] 33 .

WT. XANEAEHE.
AT R, ALLEE.
Ve [
R, EHER.
B LR
TR, A — kWA
RBKIHE AHEIRA
REME, RAE,
&1

RE, ZRA,

HH#

HEICE,

KoL IR EA T 2|9

17t

U FEZE

H T IE By P B R R

g AT AR AR, KL

i = & & K.

B IIEE, BWAZ AT RITITLZ, B
7 TR AR IE Ja B BL A O A 2 sz 21
B, N TN BT T A, XSRS TS
B RICZ & R A AR 2, i BJLPHEIX S
SRR T TR AR . TR, g BARIE NION T3
AL E PR B A A AOAT s RSB A EIAEAR R
JEER BRI, Kk “iz” 5 “age REg e
EHEPESEPHIR P

FE (Rl ) X ERE, R NI PSSR DS
AR AR L, PRANM S T e ki1 KL e,
RYIT —LRPEABE S UL, AREE SN, Rtk
T R AN RN 5. R AR AT AR
SR LR TSGR AR BRI 54 DA< [ S B8 ARG
TR T WLRMIRE L, S, SEUfEA g R Al
P B R AN PR (2 3 EAT DRIk, T i 4
E A O E i I PR M E DN O /] RS/ 0S| B £ N
FESCHZe T2 ISR fphili 7 (T, DARASLORAER
W2 JE i RERS st A5, iy ELPMHl1, i )
PN A P . CICORERZS R, R AU —
Pz g, i HRE T S H R SR, IERSOSR I
(AR

the texture of persimmons,
in your palm, the ripe weight. (1)
P E
A L RV AR 2 8 R
S EVNE-&
A7 AR 3 o B RO
ME A EE
FiiFAET TR, MR T . I
AL TR SR E AL AR Pl R, AR DN SEE A
X I SO ) i LT R AR IR R B R 2, 3 —
FIRMT G, R — PP IR S8 A0 o AEAE LB
Frrf, WMo AT R R N
FEETEZ, MWL ERBERIZ R, TE B AT
M EIEHREEK . £ (CE4%&) (Bating Together) X
e, TR ARE R
In the steamer is the trout
seasoned with slivers of ginger,
two sprigs of green onion, and sesame oil.
We shall eat it with rice for lunch,
brothers, sister, my mother who will
taste the sweetest meat of the head,
holding it between her fingers
deftly, the way my father did
weeks ago. Then he lay down
to sleep like a snow-covered road
winding through pines older than him,

without any travelers, and lonely for no one.[*”
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ECER

Odorous and tender flower-

body, I eat you

to recall my first misfortune.

Little, bitter

body, I eat you

to understand my grave father.

Excellent body of layers tightly

wound around nothing,

I eat you to put my faith in grief.

Singed at the edges, dying

from the flame you live by, i

eat you to sink into

my own body. Secret body

of deep liquor,

I eat you

down to your secret./?1?
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What is it in me would

devour the word to utter it?

What is it in me will not let

the world be, would eat

not just this fish,

but the one who killed it,

the butcher who cleaned it.

I would eat the way he

squats, the way he

reaches into the plastic tubs

and pulls out a fish, clubs it, takes it
to the sink, guts it, drops it on the weighing

The deaths at the sinks, those bodies prepared
for eating, [ would eat,

and the standing deaths

at the counters, in the aisles,

the walking deaths in the streets,

the death-far-from-home, the death-
in-a-strange-land, these Chinatown

deaths, these American deaths.

I would devour this race to sing it,

this race that according to Emerson

managed to preserve to a hair

for three or four thousand years

the ugliest features in the world.

I would eat these features, eat

the last three or four thousand years, every hair.
And I would eat Emerson, his transparent soul, his

soporific transcendence.*1®*?
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On Chinese Eating in Li —Young Lee’s Poems

ZHANG Chunmin
(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The Asian American Poetry in America is a rich body of poetic works which, on the one hand, provides
valuable materials for us to understand the lives and experiences of Asian American poets, on the other hand, offers us
an opportunity to examine some of the most important issues in current literary and culture studies. The content of
Li-Young Lee’s prize-winning books of poetry is plentiful. His writing techniques are meticulous and faithful. His
poems present the authentic life and emotions of Chinese Americans. Some critics attempt to explain his poetry by only
emphasizing his Chinese ethnicity while ignoring the original creation ideas, which will cause decipherment of
ethnocentrism and parochialism. Through an analysis of the food and the way of eating food, the author tries to exposit
how the poet expresses his own construction and invention of reddening the racial marks invisible and brings the new
ideas in Chinese American literature by using the Chinese culture in a strategic way.

Key Words: Li-Young Lee; Chinese American literature; eating; food; cultural inheritance
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