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Dimension of ancient British political economics: focus on the Scottish
Enlightenment

XIANG Songlin
(Department of Law and Politics, Anhui Institution of Architecture and Industry, Hefei 230022, China)

Abstract: Associated with the rise and development of industry, commerce and market, civil society is free and
independent from political society. Meanwhile, the transformation from traditional agricultural society to the modern
commercial society also needs the forming and development of civil society. As for this mutual relationship, the
Scottish Enlightenment scholars like Hume, Smith, Ferguson, James Steaurt, made an effective thinking and
enlightenment by discussing the government and the market, freedom and order, private and public welfare, wealth and
virtue. They deedly illustrated independence and the self-organizing of civil society, and positively praised commercial
civilization in material, political and spiritual side. All this heralded the good economical vision of civil society.

Key Words: civil society; the Scottish Enlightenment; freedom; order; wealth
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