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@ Yale-China’s earliest roots lay in the religious fervor sweeping
American college campuses at the end of the 19th century. The
organization was founded in 1901 as the Yale Foreign Missionary
Society by a group of Yale graduates and faculty members
committed to establishing a Christian missionary presence
overseas. The founders chose China as the focus of their work, in
part to honor the memory of a Yale graduate from the class of
1892, Horace Tracy Pitkin, who had worked in China as a
missionary and been killed in 1900 during the Boxer Rebellion.
The city of Changsha in Hunan Province was chosen as the base
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Xiangya Medical College and the social influence exerted by the
introduction of western medicine

XIANG Lei
(Department of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093,China)

Abstract: The history of western medicine being introduced into China is tightly associated with missionary practices.
This paper will discuss how the foreign priests affected the traditional Chinese society by promoting western medicine
knowledge, according to the experience of Edward-H-Hume, the founder of Xiangya Medical School. They contributed
to China with not only the cultivation of medical students, but also the consciousness of public sanitation and modern
civilization. This paper is divided into three parts. the first one: the Change of Ethos in Changsha and the Entrance of
Missionary, focuses on the political situation in 1905, and makes a review of the missionary in Hunan. The second one:
the Practice of Yali Hospital, analyzes the reason why the western medicine is popularly accepted, according to the
experience of Hume. The last and the most important part: Yale-in-China and Hunan Government Found Xiangya
Medical School in Cooperation is a history of Xiangya Medical School, which discusses the significance of this
cooperation. In conclusion, the author belives that Xiangya Medical School is a model of cooperation, which means a
lot to Hunan and China. And the introduction of western medicine effected beyond medicine only, it exerts great
influence over the public sanitation , women’s liberation and the modernization.

Key words: introduction of western medicine; Chinese new medicine; Hsiangya medical college; christian enterprises

[(4miE: EBR]



