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Mechanism and Effectiveness of 1970 UNESCO Convention on
Ilicit Movement of the Cultural Property

Zheng Rongni'"?, Mei Jianjun®

(1. School of Marxism, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
2. Science & Technology and Civilized Research Centre,
University of Science & Technology Beijing, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: In order to protect the cultural property against the dangers of theft, clandestine excavation and illicit export,
in 1970 the General Conference of UNESCO adopted the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the
licit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property. The Convention is inadequate in several
important ways, such as the use of export certificates, import restrictions of stolen or illegally exported cultural property,
compensation for bona fide purchasers, the emergency provision, and the extent of regulation of antique dealers. 1995
UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects is complementary to the 1970 UNESCO
Convention. Special rules have been developed in the UNIDROIT. The convention states that a cultural object which
unlawfully excavated shall be considered as theft. The 1995 UNIDROIT Convention also establishes clear criteria for
prudent acquirers.
Key Words: 1970 UNESCO Convention; System of export certificates; Import restrictions; Stolen and illegally
exported cultural property; bona fide, Emergency provision; 1995 UNIDROIT
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