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Cultural Implications and Artistic Characteristics of Physiognomy
Narrative of Mysterious Novels Before Song Dynasty

ZHANG Bibi
(College of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: Physiognomy promotes ideological determinism while stressing the importance of morality and soul, which
contains the culture of the mysterious novelists’ pursuing. The writers concerned promote determinism including the life
and death as well as wealth and stress the concept of morality and soul compared to physiognomy in the novel through
the physiognomy narrative in order to strengthen cultural implications of work, which are closely linked with cultural
implications of physiognomy. It is the basic mode of narrative that shows the ending works in concert with the
physiognomy predictions of the fate of the characters. Associated with the fate of the body part or the description of the
relevant plot, the physiognomy leads to the unexpected plot of stories and the praisal of virtue to shape the character,
which increases the image and vividness of work. Physiognomy has played the role of introducing the subject of
narrative, arranging suspenses, developing plot, describing characters, tightening structure, deepening the idea and
attracting readers and so on.

Key Words: physiognomy; mysterious novels; physiognomy narrative; cultural implications; artistic characteristics
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