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New Changes of the folk Belief of the Han Dynasty Under the Influence of
Confucianist Ethics

LI Qiuxiang
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract: After the intermediate stage of the Western Han Dynasty, along with the Confucianism’s status establishment
of “Reveres alone”, Confucianism ethics has exerted important influence day by day on the basic unit populace’s life
under many kinds of factor functions. One of the influence’s main performances was the change of the folk belief's
object and so on aspects. The Confucianism ethics had the influence on folk belief mainly in two aspects. Official who
served as an official through Confucianism became the folk belief’s objects, some fable stories about custom loyal or
filial and the belief that filial behavior could move the heaven were spreading in the society. It could be said that the
Heaven conforming to Confucianism loyal or filial ethics had been becoming new objects of the folk belief after the
intermediate stage of the Western Han Dynasty.

Key Words: Han Dynasty; Confucianism ethics; loyalty and filial duty; Yin Yang Wu Xing; folk belief
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