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Hollow society, invisible society, civil society and administrative state
——An understanding of the relationship between state and society in the
field of rural anti-poverty in China

XU Yuanyuan, CHEN Shuyi
(Public Administration School of Central South Univesity, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The relationship between state and society in the process of Chinese rural anti-poverty can be replaced by the
relationship between government organization and non-government organization. After the foundation of the People’s
Republic of China, the state used to occupy the leading status. At the same time, the society passed the period from
hollow society and invisible society, and now it is going to the civil society. With different reasons, the society must go
with these three periods. And in each period, the society has its different behaviors: for the reason of being ignored by
the policies and the missing of tradition, hollow society came out; and the invisible society’s coming out was to make
up the governmental failure in the field of anti-poverty, but it’s status was petty and low; the independence of society is
becoming more and more clear now, and society has more and more cooperation with the state, and the characters of
civil society are emerging gradually.

Key Words: hollow society; invisible society; civil society; administrative state; rural anti-poverty



