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A New Exploration of the Structure “X Shen me( ) X”
WU Danhua
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Guangxi University, Nanning 530004, China)
Abstract: “X Shen me( )X” is a unique negative structure in modern oral Chinese, in which X can almost be

replaced by several elements of language. There are always disputes on its structure in academic field, and it is also hard
to characterize the structure of “X Shen me( )X with current syntactic theory. The problem, however, can be
solved by advancing the theory of “index —negation” from the relationship between language and thinking and from the
perspective of logic. According to our research, people will index the object of negation firstly, and then put it into the
structure of “X Shen me( )X” to negate something when they use the structure. Thus, “X Shen me( )X is a
structure of “index —negation”, which can be divided into three subclasses: “X1 Shen me ( )X1”,* Shen me (

)X3”and “X1Shen me( )X2(X1X2)”. The scope of their use can be complementary . “Index” can be used as
pointing the object of negation, and according to the location of the “index”, there are two forms on the surface : 1.
“X+ Shen me ( )X”, which is “index +negation ” 2. “X Shen me( ) +X 7, which is “negation + index”, the
three subclasses correspond to the forms.

Key Words: syntactic structure of Chinese; X Shen me( )X; characteristic of the structure; index-negation
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