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On Shen Tao’s Study about Lost Characters of Shuo Wen Jie Zi
TAO Shengkui

(College of Language and Literature, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China)

Abstract: Shuo Wen Gu Ben Kao written by Shen Tao in the Qing Dynasty is not a special works on lost Characters of
Shuo Wen Jie Zi, but it supplemented 141 lost Characters for Shuo Wen Jie Zi and this number is considerable. On the
basis of carefully studying the lost Characters, we found that there are two methods for studying lost Characters which
had been used by Shen Tao: internal evidence and external evidence. The former is mainly from Shuo Wen Jie Zi itself
and other books’ expressions on Shuo Wen, the latter mainly bases a large number of variant Characters on Shuo Wen.
After a further corroboration, the author believes that Shen Tao’s methods is feasible to studying lost Characters and he
made a detailed study about it with a lot of materials of Shuo Wen, so most of its results is reliable. The facts have
showed that Gu Ben Kao’s academic value is indispensable in spite of fact that academic circles paid little attention to
its valuation for a long time in the past. Shen Tao’s methods for studying about lost Characters will give us a good
reference and his results will offer great help for the collation of Shuo Wen Jie Zi and the compilation of great
dictionary.

Key Words: Shen Tao; Shuo Wen Gu Ben Kao; Xu-shen; Shuo Wen Jie Zi; lost Characters; variant Characters
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