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Dahrendorf’s Social Conflict Thoughts and
the Contemporary Enlightenment

YUAN Guohua
(School of Politics and Society, Henan University of Science and Technology, Luoyang 471003, China)

Abstract: The Industrial Revolution and the French Revolution, which took place in the 18th century, had the strong
political and economic characteristics. These two revolutions granted the dual natures to the modern society and
provided the thought origins for the two concepts of entitlement and provisions. As the concept often used in the social
theory and social science, entitlement and provisions gave birth to the contradictions and conflicts in the modern society
and composed the cornerstone of Dahrendorf’s social conflict thoughts. China is experiencing the period of social
transformation today. So, a lot of social problems, social contradictions and conflicts appeared. At present, we found
that the national economy developed continually, but the political and social development lagged seriously from the
dialectical relation of entitlement and provisions. We should amplify modern right systems which involved the
relationships of individual and society, individual and state, and individual rights to resolve the contradictions and
conflicts in our lives through the virtuous interactions between the political benefits and economic interests. At the same
time, we should build and perfect the relief system to resolve social contradictions and conflicts in the grass roots
society.

Key Words: Dahrendorf; social conflict; entitlement; provisions; enlightenment; political benefit; economic interest;

reforming society

schizophrenia of capitalism. On the one hand, for revolutionary desire broke through the coding of despotic machine,
capitalism has got its profound development. On the other hand, in order to lead and channel the desire, capitalism has
re-coded the law, institution, politics, economy, etc. Then these two powers which are deterritorialization of desire and
re-territorialization against each other, bringing about the schizophrenia of capitalism. Obviously, Deleuze was affected
by Karl Marx a lot. He has applied some concepts of Marxism such as production, commodity and capital, to analyze
the desire psychology under the civilized capitalist machine. The transformation from macro to micro has supplied
inspiration and a new horizon of criticizing the capitalism. His attempt to release the individualities covered by
Marxism, has not only broadened the field of Marxism, also provided a new perspective for Karl Marx’s practice and
liberation theory.

Key Words: Deleuze; micro-politics of desire; post-Marxism; code; territorial



