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The universal ethics: the limited responsibility ethics
——A rereading of Engels’ “Anti-Dtihring”

CHEN Ming, JIANG Ping

(Shanghai Branch of the Nanjing Politics Institution, PLA, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Engels denied the existence of the culminating and widespread applicable moral truth. It is impossible to find

out a moral cognizance from the moral notions of certain nations, groups or an individual which can be widely accepted

by all human beings. In the final analysis, morality, with the class nature, is based on certain economic foundations.

However, Engels did not deny the existence of intercommunity of different kinds of morals. Currently, on seeking for

the universal ethics, we should realize and fully respect the plural moral cognizance of diverse nations and groups,

ensure the equal communication and mutual understanding among the varied civilizations, absorb the essence of

moral notions from the common life and practice of human beings in different stages of history. In stead of adopting the

subjective methodology in moral study, we should explore the universal ethics from the real world, especially, from the

common interest foundations.
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