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The original and derived meanings of the emptiness
and the preparation of philosophy in the pre-Laozi period

ZHOU Chunlan

(Philosophy College, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: This paper surveys the origin and development of the “emptiness”, searches for the concept of the ancient

source of knowledge and religion, and its original and derived meanings in the pre-Laozi period, and analyses the

process of the “emptiness” which developed from an everyday word into a philosophical concept. Through the above

analysis, we expound the rich comprehension and recognition of “emptiness” in the pre-Laozi period. The philosophical

concept of “emptiness” is in essential leap from this basis.

Key Words: emptiness; none; escape; Pre-Laozi age; source; preparation of philosophy [ : ]



