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History and ethics: Updike’s narrative angles in the rabbit pentalogy
HUANG Shihai, ZHENG Zhifang
(Foreign Languages Institute of Quanzhou Normal University, Quanzhou 362000, China)

Abstract: Historical and cultural evolvement of contemporary American society is presented through the depiction of
Rabbit’s social life in the Rabbit Pentalogy that contains Updike’s reflection of history and ethics of narration. Updike
combines his real-life experience and feeling with his comprehension of history in the narration, which results in
readers’ thoughtful probe into history and contempory life. With his historical consciousness and historical narration
based on daily life, Updike discusses the existence of individual and the general orientation of society, and then leads to
readers’ accurate sense of history, observation of reality and expectation of future. Thus, Updike’s narration of social
life and history is of ethical values. In this sense, history and ethics become the center of Updike’s narration in the
Rabbit Pentalogy and endues it with ethical life.

Key Words: the rabbit pentalogy; history; ethics of narration; narrative angle; Updike; modern American novels

[ = ]



