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Study on effect of housing affordability on family structure
GUAN Ming
(School of Economics and Management, Xuchang University, Xuchang 461000, China)

Abstract: China has experienced a crazy increase in house prices with rapid growth of economy these years. Families
make up a significant proportion of the real estate market. There is, however, little information in mainstream real estate
literature on the impact of housing affordability on family structure. And the studies neglect nature of family
considering family as economic agent partially. In essence, family is a system consisting of feeling, emotion and
intellegence. In fact, high housing prices in the Chinese city are considered beyond the purchasing capability of the
ordinary residents. Effect of housing affordability on family structure has been little studied. Based on family system
theory, this paper analyses the impact of housing affordability on family structure in the scenario depicted by “Woju”.
“Woju” reflects the way modern home ownership has become such a burden on urban people. The show was so realistic
that it can be considered as a social case to study. The analysis shows that housing affordability exerts influence on
family structure. Economic pressure created by high house prices changes feeling force. Economic pressure and feeling
force transmit in and between families. Dfferentiation of self and triangling play an important role in transconformation
of family structure.

Key Words: housing affordability; family structure; family system theory; house purchase; dfferentiation of self;
feeling force; “Woju”  (small flats) [ ]



