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A Textual Research of San Du Da Guan in Beiwei Dynasty

BAI Juncai

(Post-doctoral Program in Art and Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: San Du Da Guan was one of important official positions in Beiwei Dynasty. The officials holding this
position were capable of deciding a case, commanding troops and going out to battles, and assisting affairs of state.
They had powers with which other officials hardly matched. Such officials had their commanding officers and
subordinates, but they did not have ranks. They were able to decide a case, but were not entitled Duguanshangshu and
Tingwei; they were able to command troops and going out to battles, but they were not generals of Biaoqi; they could
assist affairs of state, but none of them was prime minister. As a matter of fact, San Du Da Guan belonged to Da Ren
Guan of Beiwei Dynasty. It was a feudal title for persons who had rendered outstanding services, the establishment of
which was to win the supports of forces of different social classes. With the comprehensive learning of Han culture, San

Du Da Guan was finally abolished by Tuobahong, Emperor Xiaowen.
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