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The geographic distribution rules and reasons of zero initial “w”
pronounced as “v” in mandarin

WANG Fen

(Changsha Social Work College, Changsha 410004, China)
Abstract: It is universal to pronounce zero initial “w” as “v” in Mandarin. Researches show that 38% of the people
with northern dialect do so with 10% in other dialect districts. When analyzing its features and reasons, we find that the
dental fricative sound “v” is indeed a variant of the semi-vowel “w”. Its coming into being is affected by the variation of
the mouth in different phonemes. It is also related to individual pronunciation habits and the instability of the
pronunciation. The universal “v”” pronunciation in northern dialect district is caused by the stronger movement of the
mouth and the face in pronouncing than that in other dialect districts.

Key words: Mandarin; zero initial; w; v; rules; features
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