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Politics of represnetation: history, reality and fiction
—On the theoretical features of historiografic metafiction

CHEN Houliang
(School of Foreign Languages, Shandong Economic University, Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract: The historiographic metafiction came into being in the second half of last century. While seemingly sharing
certain characteristics with the Realistic writing, the Modernist metafiction and the traditional historical novels, it is
subversive of their intrinsically presupposed conceptions, among which particularly are the Realistic historical
representation and the Modernist textualism. Under the dual influences of the linguistic turn and the narrative turn, the
historiographic metafiction endeavors to explore the function of language in representing history and reality, so as to
denaturalize and demythologize the taken-for-granted common senses and conventions. By toppling the humanistic
illusion about history and reality and bringing to eyes their essence as discursive construction, the author hopes to bring
out the possibility of practical political revolution. Thus done, it is anything but anti-historical, unrealistic or apolitical
as is denounced by Frederic Jameson.

Key Words: historiography; metafiction; realism; modernism; textual representation
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