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Exploration and Analysis of the Legend of Da Yu Casting nine Tripods
YANG Dong, CAO Shu-jie
(Literary College of Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: That there was records of Nine Tripods in Yi Zhou BookeDuyi Article proves that the legend of Nine Tripods
was popular as early as at the beginning of Zhou Dynasty. The fingding of archaeology proved that Xia Dynasty had
come into Bronze Age, and the legend of Yu Casting Nine Tripods is a reflection of that time. The attitude should not be
taken that the school of Discernment of Ancient History hold that this legend is near a fairy tale. The graphic pattern
engraving in Nine Tripods might be Chi dragon or some kind. Xia Nation warshiped the Chinese character Nine, so be
analyzing the shape of ancient Chinese character Nine, we find that it has the same shape as QiuLong, which might
originate from Xia nation’s worship towards dragon and snake. There are two terms of records about the transformation
of Nine Tripods during Shang and Zhou period recorded in Yi Zhou Book, which are all believable.

Key Words: Nine Tripods; Da Yu; Legend; Gu Jiegang; Discernment of Ancient History



