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On evolution of academic atmosphere in the Late Han Dynasty: From
“Calling a Spade a Spade’ to the new personality advocated

LU Hongping
(School of Humanities, Zhanjiang Nomal University, Zhanjiang 524048, China)

Abstract: The auther points out in this article that the Groupings strongly corrected “protecting oneself and devoting
people” and set off “calling a spade a spade” in academic atmosphere of the scholars during Dong Han Dynasty under
the rule of emperors Huan and Ning. As happened the Movement of Striking Groupings, the scholars such as Chen Ti
who kept some “calling a spade a spade” atmosphere, in the hope that the custom that had been abolished by the rule
could be renovated by the lower class. The scholars such as Guo Lingzong who was adored by the scholars opened the
atmosphere of “Impractical Discussions”, and turned to teaching and talking about Taoism, discovering and
commenting on the scholars. The scholars, who trened to escape from reality as persisting in aspiration and interest such
as Huang Xian, was more detached, and had the new element of personality of Xuan Xue by chasing the independence
and freedom of personality. It was the new typical personality of the scholars that “a mediocre and evasive person was
famous of unmorality.”

Key Words: Shi Shuo Xing Yu; the Groupings in Donghan Dynasty; call a spade a spade; movement of striking

groupings; academic atmosphere (4RiE: BE]



