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Textual analysis of the birth place of the Tale of Liu Yi
XIAO Xianjun
(College of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: There are different points of view on the birth place of the Tale of Liu Yi, such as, Dongting Lake, Taihu
Lake and the fictional point of views, etc. This paper will demonstrate the certainty of the birth place of the Tale of Liu
Yi from the concepts of novel of the Tang Dynasty and fictional point of view which is not established. At the same
time the author will research and analyze from the perspective of the text combining with relevant geographical
knowledge, cultural background, products and novel style, etc. to confirm that “Dongting” in the Tale of Liu Yi is Taihu
Lake and “Xiang Bin” does not mean “the banks of Xiang River”. Therefore the birth place of the novel can only be
Taihu Lake instead of Dongting Lake of Hunan.

Key Words: legands in Tang Dynasty; The Tale of Liu Yi; concepts of fictions; Dongting Lake; Taihu Lake
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