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A Critical Review of the Objectives in College English Curriculum
Requirements

ZHENG Kaichun
(College of Foreign Languages, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Teaching objectives guide the direction of teaching, by which the whole process of teaching activities is
conditioned. With the drastic social changes and economic globalization, the limitations of the current College English
objectives have gradually revealed themselves. In College English teaching practice great importance has been attached
to language skills that have eventually replaced language competence; The concept that a language is a tool of
communication, not a tool of cognition, results in the absence of critical thinking skills; Instead of challenging their
intelligence or stimulating their creativity, the “immature” and non-systematic contents frustrate students now and then
and their enthusiasm for English loses. Therefore, in addition to language skills, College English objectives should
cover the following three aspects: (1) language competence, including knowledge of the language, textual competence,
pragmatic competence, linguistic competence and strategic competence; (2) integrated cognitive competence, like
language skills, critical thinking skills, perception and ability to remember things, etc.; (3) multi-cultural qualities:
global awareness, global perspective and international communicative skills.

Key Words: College English objectives; language competence; integrated cognitive competence; multi-culture qualities
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