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The source of legitimacy of rural grass-roots political power: transition
and interpretation

TAO Zhen
(School of Political Science and Public Management, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: The source of the rural grass-roots political organizations’ legitimacy experienced the change from
ideological education, worship of the authority, economic performance to democratic governance, which changes
short-term variable resources into the authority of the institutionalized and rational successfully and consolidate the
authority of the Party and the Government at the grassroots level. In the new historical period, the development of rural
grassroots democracy is the core of construction of rural grass-roots legitimacy. It is of vital importance to implement
democratic election, democratic decision-making, democratic management and democratic supervision to incorporate
rural grass-roots governance into the scope of democratization and increasingly strengthen the public base of grassroots
regime. This is the fundamental experience drawn from the legitimacy building of rural grass-roots regime since 1949.
Key Words: The rural grass-roots political organization; legitimacy; democratic; ideology; economic performance
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