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The innovative inheritance on classical contract theory of Rawls
ZHANG Weiming, LI Jianhua
(Research Center for Applied Ethics in Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The advocators of classical contract theory construct the natural theoretical model based on methodology,
including the hypotheses of humanity, natural right and natural law. They persevere in demonstrating the legitimacy of
country for the theoretical purpose of “how a country comes into being” by historical facts or logical thoughts. Rawls,
the advocator of contemporary contract theory, inherits the hypothesis construction method which has regarded as a
kind of pure procedure of justice. Moreover, the amendment and criticism on the logical foundation of contract,
motivation of contract making and source of contract inference make it—the hypothesis construction method more
abstract.

Key Words: contract theory; John Rawls; humanity theory; natural right; natural law; principle of social justice
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