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A textual research on the name of Dongting in
The Whole Poetry of Tang Dynasty

XIAO Xianjun
(College of Liberal Arts, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: On the basis of the analysis and confirmation of Dongting poems in Tang Dynasty, related history and
geographical materials, the name of Dongting Lake in the Whole Poetry of Tang Dynasty is provided with extremely
rich significance and not always refered to as Dongting Lake in Yuezhou. Taihu Lake was also called “Dongting” when
“Dongting” referred to Dongting Lake in Yuezhou. There were three meanings: narrow sense of Dongting; ordinary
sense of Dongting and broad sense of Dongting. At the same time, Yuezhou Dongting was also replaced by different
names in the poems of Tang Dynasty, but the relationship between them was not exactly the same. Baqgiu Lake and
Dongting Lake were mixed with each other. Dongting Lake was a part of Yunmeng Marsh. Jiujiang was related to
Dongting Lake, but sometimes they were totally different. The names of Taihu Lake and Dongting Lake might be
exchangeable, but sometimes they belonged to completely different regions.

Key Words: the whole poetry of Tang Dynasty; Dongting poetry; Dongting Lake; Jiujiang; Yunmeng Marsh; Taihu
Lake



