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On the Scottish Enlightenment from the perspective of life history
XIANG Songlin
(Department of Law and Politics, Anhui Institution of Architecture and Industry, Hefei 230022, China)

Abstract: The Scottish Enlightenment is an important component of the Enlightenment in the 18" century, and has
become an important field in the second half of the 20th century in Western academia. However, due to neglect of
interaction of ideas and context, none of natural law tradition, civic humanist tradition, or “idelogical”, “cultuaral” ,
“intellectural” interpretation could make the comprehensive reading of the Scottish Enlightenment. From the
historical background of the Scottish Enlightenment, this paper logically reproduces interaction of ideas and context:
Because of the poor natural living conditions, the Scottish Enlightenment is foremost an existential concern. Unlike that
in France, Germany and other European Enlightenment, the Scottish Enlightenment is a post-revolutionary
enlightenment after the political transition. Its main concerns are the economic and social development of the society
rather than political revolution. Survival situations, such as patronage, public life, have a profound impact on the sound,
progressive and compromising political styles of the Scottish Enlightenmen .
Key Words: the European Enlightenment; the Scottish Enlightenment; history of western thought; history of western
politics



