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On the Characteristics and significance of the Heavenly Master Taoism’s
Taoist Political Concept “Benefiting Both the Country and the Individual”

ZHOU Dequan
(Institute of Religious Studies of Sichuan University, Chengdu 610065, China)

Abstract: During Southern and Northern Dynasties period (420—589), the Heavenly Master Taoism brought forward
“Benefiting Both the Country and the Individual” as the Taoist political concept which claimed "The sacred be the
secular and the secular be the sacred "known as for " Dao(the Way) and lay be in one ", granting the royalty to be the
absolute authority in both areas of the “sacred” and the “secular” so as to solve the tensions and conflicts between the
“fate of the country” and the “fate of the individual” by advocating “respecting the emperor” and “respecting the
rituals”. The Heavenly Master Taoism became accessed to the legitimacy of the existence of social status. This marked
the subordination of Taoism to the feudal political order ,Taoism from then on had given up to the theory of establishing
an independent religious ideal society and laid the foundation for the traditional Chinese social and cultural patterns as
the monarchical supremacy to the throne thus making Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism to be the “three pillars”.

Key Words: hinese traditional culture; Taoism; the Heavenly Master Taoism; the Taoist Political Concept; Kou
Qianzhi; Lu Xiujing; “Benefiting Both the Country and the Individual™; “Dao(the Way) and lay be in one”
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