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Discerning and modifying illustrations in Hanyu Da Zidian quoted from
Annotation to Origin of Chinese Characters

SONG Tiequan
(Institute of Humanities, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Tllustrations are crucial part of lexicographic interpretations. They have important reference value for
certifying and complementing the explanations in Hanyu Da Zidian( {3 i& K5 #) ) quoted from Annotation to Origin
of Chinese Characters. However, there are still many issues deserving to further discussion, on account of failing to
grasp the real meaning of this book. Taking those illustrations as research data, the paper points out some faults in
Hanyu Da Zidian, such as being incompatible between illustration and interpretation, quoting a remark out of its context,
misunderstanding of meaning, adding more characters which are not necessary, misprinting and so on. This paper also
brings forward some corresponding modifications.

Key Words: Hanyu Da Zidian({7}i& K-t )); Duan yu-cai; Annotation to Origin of Chinese Characters; illustrations;
The Book of Rites; The Book of Songs [ ]



