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Comparison of security dilemma theory in neo-realism, neo-liberalism and
constructivism

GUAN Jianing
(Institute of political science and international studies, Beijing normal university, Beijing100875, China)

Abstract: The opinions of neo-realism, neo-liberalism and constructivism concerning the origin of security dilemma
are basically same . The difference is that the dilemma is material or thinking phenomenon . Anarchy of international
politics is their same logic beginning . Neo-realism and neo-liberalism think the existence of anarchy decides that
countries can not achieve the true security and escape from security dilemma , the main behaviour pursues the
maximum of power . But constructivism thinks security and the behaviour of main body are decided by the degree of
“Interactivity-recognize” between main bodies . Neo-realism and neo-liberalism think security dilemma is the intrinsic
characteristic under anarchy. So they draw the conclusion that security dilemma can not be avoided. In the theory of
constructivism , international structure forms through the interactivity and recognize between the main body, which
takes the possibility of escaping from security dilemma, but it is so subjective that it inclines to idealization. To build of
the true “security community” needs the balance of material power and interest and the influence of some thinking
factors recognition is based on the balance.

Key words: security dilemma; neo-realism; neo-liberalism; constructivism
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