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Theory of social contract in Marx s perspective

HUANG Yanping

( School of Political Science and Executive Administration, Central South University,

Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Three main aspects of Marx’ s method clash with the assumptions of the social contract tradition. The

first is his opposition to the individualist premises. The second is his belief that the formal freedom postulated in

liberal theory provides the framework of a society in which the majority of people enjoy little substantive free-

dom. The third is Marx s commitment to empirically grounded research and his distrust of the high level of ab-

straction at which so much previous political theory has been couched.
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