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The character from the author’s mind
—On despotic landlord Qian Wen-gui in The Sun on The Sanggan River

ZHANG Haiying
(Editorial Department, Journal of Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Some critics think that in Ding Ling’s novel The Sun on The Sanggan River, Qian Wen-gui is a well-created character, but
the author of this paper finds this character is something repugnant and indistinct through analyzing his actions and works as well as
his relation with Cheng Ren, Heini, etc. Qian Wen-gui is a despotic landlord on the surface, but he didn’t do what a landlord had done.
If we take out the novelist’s commentary narration about Qian Wen-gui, he is no longer a despotic landlord. What the novelist wanted
to express and what she had expressed is inconsistent because of the following two reasons: the first, this character came from the
novelist’s mind, and the second, the novelist lacked the experience of the countryside life

Key words: The Sun on The Sanggan River; Qian Wen-gui; landlord
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