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(7] 2] (1)
He seemed to know the harbor,
So leisurely he swam;
His fin,
Like a piece of sheet-iron,

Three-cornered,
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And with knife-edge,
Stirred not a bubble
As it moved

With its base-line on the water.

()
His body was tubular
And tapered
And smoke-blue,
And as he passed the wharf
He turned,
And snapped at a flat-fish
That was dead and floating.
And I saw the flash of a white throat,
And a double row of white teeth,
And eyes of metallic gray,

Hard and narrow and slit.

3)
Then out of the harbor,
With that three-cornered fin
Shearing without a bubble the water
Lithely,
Leisurely,
He swam---
That strange fish,
Tubular, tapered, smoke-blue
Part vulture, part wolf,

Part neither for his blood was cold™,
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I dwelt alone

In a world of moan,

And my soul was a stagnant tide,

Till the fair and gentle Eulalie became my blushing

bride —

Till the yellow-haired young Eulalie became my

smiling bride.
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On the emotion of happiness among the images of water in English and
Chinese literary works

ZHANG Congyi

(College of Foreign Languages, Jishou University, Zhangjiajie 427000, China)

Abstract: Water, as a flammable substance, enters man’s visual field of culture and it, as an independent image, takes

roots in English and Chinese literary works through deposits of national culture during the long years. The analysis of

concrete instances taken from both literary works leads to the conclusion that human life is full of joy, anger, grief and

happiness, and water is endowed with the same emotions, among which the image of “happiness” is the most prominent.

The emotion of happiness out of joy is resulted from China’s value orientation of oneness of man and nature, while the

emotion from anger is caused by the Western value orientation of separation of man and nature. But the happiness based

on grief is the perfect correspondence between the different pursuits of freeness - the Chinese viewpoint of being free

and unfettered and the Westerners’ viewpoint of being absurd.

Key words: English and Chinese literary works; the image of water; happiness
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