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In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth. ( Genesis 1: 1)
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l. In the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth. (1) 2. And the earth was without form,
and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.
(2) And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters. (3) 3. And God said, Let there be light:
and there was light. (4) 4. And God saw the light,
that it was good: and God divided the light from the
darkness. (5) 5. And God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. (6) And the evening
and the morning were the first day. (7)
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7£: KJB —King James Bible; NIV —New International V ersion;
RSV —Revised Standard Version; NRSV —New Revised Standard Ver-

sion; NEB —New English Bible.
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tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
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f1): And unto Adam he said, (1) Because thou hast
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten
of the tree, (2)of which I commanded thee, saying,
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy
life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to
thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, (3)till thou re-
turn unto the ground; (4) for out of it was thou tak-
en: (5)for dust thou are, and unto dust shalt thou re-
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[FJHT 4 77 1. In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God . 2 .
The same was in the beginning with God. 3 . All
things were made by him; and without him was not
any thing made that was made. 4. In him was life;
and the life was the light of man.
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And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me
Mara ( Ruth 3: 11); And now, my daughter, fear
not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest ( Ruth 3:
11); Go not to glean in another field, neither go from
hence, but abide here fast by my maidens ( Ruth 2:
8); Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her
glean even among the sheaves, and reproach her not
(Ruth 2: 15), etc.
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empty phrases ” ; IAPU: “use not vain repetitions” .
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On stylistic features of syntactical structure in the King James Bible

LI Yarbo

( School of Foreign Studies, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The distinctive style of the King James Bible has exerted far-reaching influence on the English language

and literature since the 17th century. By reference to some modern English versions of the Bible, the present pa-

per makes a sampling survey and analysis of the syntactical structure in the King James Bible. The author holds

the view that the King James Bible differs itself from the other versions in its linguistic conciseness, stylistic for-

mality, and the structural simplicity and flexibility.
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