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Reevaluation of Lao Zi' s educational ideology

—dJudging by Lao Zi in Bamboo Slips in Guodian

JIANG Guojun

(HIgher Education Institute, Central South University,

Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Lao Zi in bamboo slips unearthed in No. 1 Tomb in Guodian of Jingmen in Hubei Province differs a lot

/ . . . / . .
from the Wang Bi s Version of Lao Zi, thus making it necessary to reevaluate Lao Zi s educational ideology. The

fact that the accounts recorded in The Annal of History are identical with those in Lao Zi in bamboo slips proves

that Lao Zi was the first ideologist among the scholars in the pre—= Qin period to pay close attention to the recon-

struction of morals;

and that Confucius set about the reconstruction of morals after being influenced by Lao Zi.

Lao Zi distinguished the wisdom of “Enlightenedness” and “ Cleverness”, and made distinction between “practice

of Tao”

. ’ T
and teaching on one s own initiative.

. . . . . / .
and “practice of Learning”, and advanced the educational ideology of observing Tao of one s own will

Key words: Lao Zi in bamboo slips; Lao Zi; educational ideology



