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The character and academic consequences
of Apel s transcendental pragmatics

ZHANG Jirrjie, LIN Yan

(Department of Philosophy Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China;

Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: The rising and booming of philosophy of language makes the linguistic turn in western philosophy in
20th century. But syntacticsemantics have not finished the linguistic turn. Apel thinks that people should sup-
plement the syntacticsemantics with pragmatics. The main characters of Apel/ s transcendental pragmatics are
represented as follows: the emphasizing of the transcendental status of language and subject ; the overcoming of
methodology solipsism and the stressing of grounding character of argument. The academic consequence of Apel’
s transcendental pragmatics is the convergence of European— continental hermeneutic and Anglo- American scien-

tism.
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