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Comment on Zhang Dongsun’ s democratic thought

QIU Ruohong
(College of Politics and Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Zhang Dongsun was a faithful democratic thinker who had researched democratic theory widely and deeply. He
believed that democracy was not only a kind of politic system, but also an “entity of civilization”. He maintained that
freedom, equality, rationality, human rights were the basic content of democracy, and that democracy and socialism were
the same thing. He also emphasized that democracy was in need in modern China, that “intellectuals” were the persons
who realized the new civilization, and that the traditional culture implied some medium which welcomed the new civiliza-
tion. Zhang Dongsun offered reference and inspiration to todav’ s democratic building thought his views essentiallv be-
longed to bourgeois democracy.

Key words: Zhang Dongsun; democracy; socialism; freedom; equality
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