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The skylark in the west wind
—An aesthetic interpretation of Shelley s lyrical poetry

OUYANG Ting

( College of Foreign Languages, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: The English Romantic poet Shelley recorded the praise of lives, the pursuit of beauty and the yearning for free-
dom in his breath-taking lyrical poetry. And he used affecting artistic technologies to fulfill the aesthetic ideal “beauty
and freedom”, which was advocated in his “A Defence of the Poetry. ” This paper intends to make an aesthetic interpre-
tation from the following three aspects: (1) Poetry and Beauty: a flicker flying against the wind; (2) Poetry and Free-
dom: hearts touching attraction; (3) Poetry and Imagination: a realm of fantastic sounds and thoughts. The paper tries to
explore the poetic meaning of Shelley —a singer of the times, and “the skylark in the west wind” as well.

Key words: Shelley; lyrical poetry; poetry and beauty; poetry and freedom; poetry and imagination



