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On the words of allotropy in Dunhuang Bianwen

CHEN Ming-e
( Department of Chinese, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: Words of allotropy is a special language phenomenon during the development process of Chinese vocabulary. It
reflects not only some traits of word disyllabled, but also the advantage of Chinese word-building. There are 196 groups of
allotropy in Dunhuang Bianwen all together while giving a synchronic description on structure, meaning and usage of
these words, this paper also analyses the diachronic development and changes of these words. Then it probes deeply the
special characteristics on these words of allotropy in Dunhuang Biamwen. Finally, it explains the reasons of appearance
about allotropy from the Chinese history.

Key words: Dunhuang Bianwen; words of allotropy; diachronic analysis



