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The books sell well. /The floor waxes easily./The
meat doesn’ t cut. / This manuscript is reading better every
day.
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T E)) 45 #4 ( middle construction) B¢ ' 2l 1 2% ( middle
voice) ; HeHP ) B 1A BR Ry R Bl 838 A B 1A (middle
verb) B E FE 4% 2l 1] (unaccusative verb) @
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1) a.The dial is spinning away. ( & 4E)

b. John is hitting away at Bill . ( &iE4E)
c. John is hitting Bill away. ( ANFR&ELE, LR
Ii1)
2) * The bureaucrats bribe awav.
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3) John outran Bill.

4) * Bureaucrats outbribe easily.
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5) a.They sell clothes every day.

b. The books sell well.

6) a. I often wax my floor.

b. The floor waxes easily.

7) a. He reads newspaper after breakfast.

b. The novel is reading better with each passing
day.
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8) a. We paint these walls.

b. The walls paint easily.
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These walls are such that they have the capacity to paint
(go to a painted state) easily .
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9) Some poems translate easily. (7 L2133k 2 &) #H
)

10) Letters to oneself compose quickly. (%7 H .5
fRER

11) The door doesn’ t close. (IX[]IRA L)

12) Bureaucrats are bribing more than ever in his ad-
ministration. ( EARFRBUHE, B 220 H 25" )
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Agent Theme
14) Paint [ X— o/ (Y) ]
Agent Theme

A1 BPR A 5L B Eait 2 B AE 8] 2R &)
T AL, SEAR DI, ot M U Bt S AT O B 4 2
Yi B 52 FHE PR AR AL 22 5, 3] i ok 1 12 i
FAEEMANS, F N3k TR 4 R R R
IR IRIRE ST o O Tl 4 e Bt i T R R A %
AUV 5 B, AEAR R B IR N T, 2 I i )ik
WAL, & FEOE R BN R oM, B T R
EEIIALE b, AT A NP+ V+ ADV X 1 o ]
g5k, o i) v ol AP e B T 3]

FATH AT DU AL B vh 3)) 3)) 1] 3o 1 2 — Fif
WG B JE B AR ZS (inchoative state) o 1 S 41X F
ARSFE WA 25 B (result) , 2238 W 50X 45 11
BN, 15 22— M 8 R . %1 Levin 1 Rap-
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15) We (I, You) close the door.

Uepl R A S AR S E X . HEAE]
TR 16) JaLhT-A B PR 5E ik 3 Rk
B B A W URSE AMER T .

16) The door closes easily.

IRB R, X PTG X ) AE T4 15) ) We (1,
You) #% easily FTACEE . X P X 5 1 7= 4 40 A AN 2B
B — 1 16) I TN T easilv. IX RIS Al 7 SO
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BRSO A T, AP IR AR E R AR .
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TR B AR T 16) P TERE EE T .
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On the transitivity of mic-verbs

XU Arming

(Foreign Language Institute, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Two views are concerned in the transitivity of middle verb. One, represented by Keyser and Roeper, holds that

the middle verb is transitive, while another, whose representative is Perlmutter, attributes it to intransitive verb. Regard-

ing the flaws of the current views, a tentative opinion is put forwnrd on the basis of the summary of a lot of linguistic phe-

nomena. Relevant argumentation is made from the perspective of both cognitive linguistics and generative- transformational

linguistics.

Key words: transtive verb; intranstive verb; mid-verb; neuter



