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On sheep and wine in Yuan Qu: marriage custom and cultural function
LI Yuezhong
(College of Humanities , Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: “Sheep” and “wine” were frequently used in YuanQu, whose usages are as follows: 1) food and drink; 2) festival occasions;
3) property for thanks or apology; 4) balm for friends and relatives; 5) betrothal gifts. The author analyzes the betrothal gifts from
folklore, and points out that the sheep and wine in marriage custom expressed good blessing and desire of the people, and some
magic meaning as well.
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