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(1) This pen writes smoothly.

(2) The door won’ t open.

(3) The new library is now building.
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(4) The door won’ t open.

(5) The door will not be opened.
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(6) The door won’ t open by Tom. (* )

(7) The door will not be opened by Tom.
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(8) I try to open the door but it won’ t open because
there is something wrong with it.

(9) I try to open the door but it will not be opened
as there is nothing wrong with it. ( ?)
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(10) The clock goes slowly.

(11) The clock sells easily.
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(12) We sell these books.

(13) The books sell fast.

(14) The books are sold by us.
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(15) The snow melts quickly.
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(16) This cloth wears long.

(17) The cloth washes easily.

(18) The door won’ t open.

(19) The library is now building.
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(20) This cloth wears. (* )

(21) The cloth washes. (* )

(22) The door opens. (?)

(23) The library builds. (* )
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On English middle structure sentences

ZHANG Longkuan, LIU Qing

(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: This paper makes an exploration into the English middle structure sentences. An analvsis shows that this kind

of sentences actually aims at the inner feature of the thing referred to by its subject instead of emphasizing the meaning of

passivity, and hence should be treated as a special kind of voices. The paper also discusses its features and functions.
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