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Dialogue and unfinishedness:
on the disciplinary construction of comparative literature ( 1 )

Abstract: Comparative Literature is a discipline characterized by its interdisciplinariness, which sets out many problems

worth investigating. Sun Jingyao’ s paper,

by commenting on several Comparative Literature textbooks currently being

used in Chinese universities and colleges, expresses the author’ s anxiety whether Comparative Literature in China will fi-

nally slip into Comparative Metaphysics. Meanwhile, Wang Zhigeng, by citing A New Coursebook of Comparative Litera-

ture in Chinese as an example,

affirms that Comparative Literature will tend towards a combination of modern criticism

with cultural studies. Xu Tianxiu’ s essay, based on the reading of On Comparative Literature, articulates a strong aspira-

tion after the root of Chinese Comparative Literature. However, Li Lansheng’ s paper, which focuses on foreign literatures

studies in Chinese cultural context, discusses how and why the problem consciousness of sinicization should be actualized

to feature a scholarly paradigm in such studies.
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