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6) a. He sold me the book.

b. My mother has bought my sister a birthday
gift.

c. Will you pass me the salt?
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Abstract: Based on the relative theories in generative grammar, after discussing the deriving processes of DOC

and DC, the paper proposes that there exists no transformation between the two constructions. By using case

theory, the paper proves that VP shell (Larson, 1988) can illustrate the generative process of DOC effectively.

In addition, a special kind of semantic relation between subject/ indirect object and direct object has been no-

(13

ticed the transfer of ownership”.
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